Nature and culture: Can we escape this dichotomy through the escapism of Yi-Fu Tuan?
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We assume that there is a relationship between nature and culture.  Moreover, we assume that we can legitimately discourse about nature, culture, and nature and culture.  Perhaps we fool ourselves.  These constructs and relationships might profitably be deconstructed and dissolved, might be enlightened and invigorated, might become genuine rather than spurious — through semiotics.  

Enroute to that challenge, though, we can lend an ear to one more attempt to relate nature and culture, that by the geographer, Yi-Fu Tuan, in his succinctly-titled book, Escapism (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1998).  Humans, anyway, escape nature through culture, and escape culture in nature.  We might also escape the binocular Chinese boxes — one tenuously drawing culture 'up' from nature through evolution, leaving a residual primeval behind, and another view, equally phallocentric, proposing that culture digests nature, hegemonically.  Perhaps we need a third view, or thirty-three of them.

